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The annual Pro -Am game at 

our Desert Empire Regional is 

scheduled for Monday, August 

13 at 1:00 p.m.   As always, it 
will be one of the most exciting 

events of our tournament.  

199ers will be paired ran-

domly with a highly experienced 

player or a ñpro.ò What a great 
experience for a novice player 

and what a great way for a pro 

to give back to the game.  The 

pro plays free; he/she will be 
revered as someone who is will-

ing to share expertise and as 

someone who cares about pro-

moting our wonderful pastime.  

Come All to August 13 -  19 Regional  

By Page Tomkinson 

THEY'RE COMING!!! Hun-

dreds of bridge players from all 

over have made reservations to 

attend the Desert Empire Re-
gional, Aug. 13 -19.  

The popular Sheraton Cres-

cent Hotel in Phoenix is the spot 

and we "locals" are gearing up 

to show our visitors a great 
time.  

Tournament Chair Lesley 

Davis has promised to "give 

back" to the players as much as 
possible. Her committee is 

working hard to provide lec-

tures, prizes, gifts, and lots of 

food treats such as fruit, ice 

cream bars, popcorn, candy  
and nuts.  

 Starting off on Monday is 

the Pro -Am Game followed by a 

reception for all who partake in 

the game. Pro Jerry Gaer, 

Mecha Mattson, and Clark Ran-

som of AZ BridgeWorks will be 
working on this event. Read all 

about it.  

Check the flyer for all times 

and events. Note the 7 p.m. 

starting time. Play in at least 
one of our four KOs and remem-

ber there is always a side game 

each session. The schedule pro-

vides lots of single sessions for 
199ers.  

As for food, you won't 

starve. If you don't care to dine, 

a snack bar will be set up in the 

foyer. Many will relax eating 
their lunch out on the patio and 

discussing their "woulda, coulda, 

shoulda" game. Also, the Hospi-

tality Suite is open for all. When 
and where will be posted in the 

foyer, so make sure you stop up 

However, in order to have 

this event, we need volunteer 

pro players. Please   submit your 

name to Jerry Gaer, and he will 
work out a list of all the top 

players who will play.  What is 

meant by a pro?  A working 

bridge professional or a 

ñseasoned experienced playerò 
who usually has a few zillion 

masterpoints.  So, if you feel 

you fit the bill, please give Jerry 

a call at 480 -949 -1264.  Donôt 
be shy -  we need at least sixty 

volunteers to be sure we have 

enough players on hand.  

Tournament Chair Lesley 

Davis and Novice Chair Mecha 

Mattson have planned a lovely 

reception following the game, 
and trophies will be given out to 

the winners.  So, folks, itôs a win

-win situation.  

199ers ï be sure to come to 

the Partnership Desk early to 
sign in.  A pro will draw your 

name, and the two of you will 

fill out a simple convention card.  

Pros ï donôt forget to sign 

up with Jerry.  We need your 
support, and we are sure you 

will be someoneôs HERO. 

for a treat sometime during the 

tournament.  

  Board members JoAnne Lowe, 

Angie Ulrey and D'Anne Pientka 
will be busy with lectures, regis-

tration, prizes and the like. "It 

takes a village," so all volun-

teers are greatly appreciated.          

Sunday, come early for coffee 
and donuts. At 10 a.m. our 

lively Swiss Team   game will 

start and time out will be called 

for lunch.   It will be provided by 
our Unit.  

Need a partner? Come to the 

Partnership Desk and press the 

Easy Button. Our happy, friendly 

staff will get you a partner or a 
team. For more information, 

contact Page Tomkinson at 480 -

948 -9217, kittypage3@aol.com . 

If you don't show up, we will 

have to send Sheriff Joe to 
come and pick you up. The fun 

starts when you get here. Win 

or lose, have a wonderful tour-

nament!!!   
Wanna Be a Hero?  

By Page Tomkinson 



Page 2 www.unit354.com 

 

Talk about bridge experts at 

our Desert Empire Regional, we 

got óem.  JoAnne Lowe, a Unit 

354 director who is heading up 
speaker recruitment,  has pro-

vided Shuffle Deal & Play with a 

list of the pros, dates, times and 

topics.  

All are subject to change. Be 
sure to check the updated list in 

the hotel lobby near the part-

nership desk.  

Tues. Aug.14th  

12:15    Gene Simpson   ð Slam 
Bidding After Opening NT  

6:15    Ken Monzingo   ð Hand 

Patterns  

Weds. Aug. 15th  

12:15   Jerry Gaer ð Especially 

for Novices   Call the                

D- I - R- E- C- K- T- O- R!!!!!  

6:15   Jim Woodside ð Smith 
Echo "The Other Defensive 

Signal "  

 

Thurs. Aug. 16th  

9:15 a.m.     Ernie Ivey   ð

Especially for Seniors  Oswald 
Jacobyôs ñARCHò 

12:15   Barbara Flanagan ð   

Favorite Conventions  

6:15   Ken Barbour ð Negative 

& Other Doubles  

Fri. Aug. 17th  

9:15 a.m.   Bud Marsh  ð Espe-

cially for Seniors  Squeeze 

Please  

6:15   Leon Lowe ð Be Luckier 
at Matchpoints  

 

Sat. Aug. 18th  

12:15   Steve Bruno ð New  

Minor Forcing  

6:15 Ken Badertscher ð     

Tucson 2 Bids   

óProô Speakers at Regional 

Are There More Buses in Our Future?  
By Bob Reed, Past President-Unit 354  

Well, the ñRide-the -Bus to the 

Tournamentò experiment was a 

success based on the experience 

of the 14 riders who happily 
commuted between the West 

Side and the DoubleTree Para-

dise Valley Hotel in Scottsdale 

for the Silver Sun.  

The Unit 354 Board decided 
last winter to try the bus idea as 

a way of  attracting more Sun 

City and Sun City West players 

to the May sectional.  It gave 
them the opportunity to enjoy 

our sectional and to avoid the 

inconvenience and cost of trav-

eling across the Valley.  

Other Kiva West riders with 
whom I spoke agreed the ride 

was pleasant and  quite conven-

ient.  The cost was $12 round 

trip each day on Friday and Sat-

urday.   

My partner and I took the bus 

on Saturday and found it very 

relaxing.  It was a 14 -passenger 

van, and nine people from Sun 
City West and Sun City were on 

board.  

The pickup locations were con-

venient with ample parking. It 

was about a 45 -minute trip from 
Sun City.   We were driven to the 

DoubleTree entrance next to the 

playing area.  The bus was wait-

ing for us immediately following 
the afternoon session.     

No hot walk to your car or 

waiting for the valet.  It was a 

pleasant ride back to the Sun 

Cities without the stress of driv-
ing after two sessions of 

bridge.   It allowed reflection on 

all of those good plays and bids 

you made during the day. 

(Forget the bad ones.)  

Our Board believes that the 

bus experiment should continue 

to be investigated, and perhaps 

expanded for future tourna-
ments of Unit 354.  Additionally, 

we are encouraging Mesa Unit 

351 to join our experiment by 

making buses available to trans-

port players from the East Val-
ley to our tournaments and vice 

versa.  

Hopefully, these actions will 

promote bridge in the Valley 
and make it more enjoyable for 

all of us.  

I hope to see all of my fellow 

players on the bus for the Horn 

OôPlenty, Oct. 5-7.  All Aboard!  
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Silver Sun Shines Brightly  
The May Silver Sun Sec-

tional, held at the DoubleTree 

Paradise Valley Hotel in Scotts-

dale, was a shining success in 
accommodations and atten-

dance, drawing an unprece-

dented 400 tables, topping pre-

vious years.  

ñWe were delighted to re-
ceive so many compliments 

from players from across the 

Valley about our management 

of the tournament and we hope 
to repeat later this fall and in 

2008,ò said Lesley Davis, Tour-

nament Chair for Unit 354.  

Unit 354 has scheduled its 

next two sectionals, Horn Oô 
Plenty Oct. 5 -7 and  Holiday 

Election Jan. 4 -6 at the spiffy 

Scottsdale resort.  

Players raved about the 

comfortable seating, lighting 

and various creature comforts. 

A few problems surfaced on 
parking and restaurant service 

plus the high cost of all day cof-

fee, a problem the Unit 354 

Board of Directors expects to 

grapple with over the summer. 
One plan is to have pay -as-you -

go coffee for part of the day.    

ñWe were particularly 

pleased to see so many players 
from the West Valley make the 

trek to join in the fun,ò said Les-

ley, noting also plans are to ex-

periment further with bus/van 

service which transported play-
ers to the hotel for two days of 

the tournament from Sun Cities 

sites.  

 

New Emerald Life Master  

Leon Lowe  

New Diamond Life Master  

Howard Simpson  
New Gold Life Master  

John P Franks  

Martin Hauser  

Eugenia Holmes  

New Silver Life Masters  
Jeanne Blanchet  

Gerald Connors  

Arthur Freedman  

Paul Harris  
Mickie J Mellis  

Frances Thyng  

New Bronze Life Masters  

Beverly Eaton  
Carol Halfon  

Gene Kerchaert  

David Ochiai  

Mary Rehfeldt  
New Life Masters  

Sandy Belfer  

Marshall Bofman  

Rank Changes  
04/01/07 through 06/30/07  

One of the Silver Sun high-

lights was a big turnout of nov-

ice players, a point noted sev-

eral times by Tournament Direc-
tor Gary Zeiger.  

ñI wish to thank all the many 

volunteers who helped with 

setup, partnership and hospital-

ity,ò said Lesley. ñAnd we canôt 
say enough about our caddies.ò 

ñTournament managers,ò 

she said, ñwelcome your sug-

gestions for improvements.  Re-
member it is your tournament, 

so we hope many more take 

part in the future.ò 

Michael Dwornicki  

Kay Glantz  

Sharon Hettick  

Karen Holloway  
Robert Kreutzer  

Julia Urban  

New NABC Masters  

Elizabeth K Ambler  

Colleen Armstead  
Rhona Ginsberg  

Wyla Hohn  

Honey Klein  

Jacqueline Mark  
New Regional Masters  

Irene L Bates  

Rodney Bias  

Muriel Jean Bramucci  
Jevince Carvalho  

Kathleen McArdle  

Stanley Price  

Pat Smith  
John W Tastet  

Col Kenneth Yamanouchi  

Paul Zatulove  

New Sectional Masters  

Betty O Carpenter  

Christine A Dyer  

Barbara H Herzberg  
Gloria J Holtzman  

Jane P Lawson  

Gene Lindsey  

Carmen Pottker  

Barbara Ritter  
Joseph P Thompson  

New Club Masters  

Frederick Berry  

Joan Dunlavey  
Bill Ellis  

Robert J Heard  

Andrew Huang  

Marguerite Licocci  
Dr Louis Rader  

Dana Robinson  

Beverly Solkey  

Wanda Watkins  
Karlyn Witte  

New Junior Masters  

Vivian Jacobozzi  

Cissy Lieblong  

Cissie Lilien  
Susan Markowitz  

Joan Ohre  

Virginia R Ptuyac  

Nicky Rycroft  
Jane Schafer   



By Ron Fischer  

Most hands do not involve 

drawing all the trump immediately.  

Sometimes it is a matter of control; 

sometimes it is a matter of entries.  
Sometimes it is an interaction 

between how the long suit breaks 

and the trump suit.  Here is the first 

of several articles for Shuffle, Deal 
& Play on trump management.  

DEALER: N  

VUL: EW  

FINAL CONTRACT: 4H South  

West leads the ten of clubs.  
Cover the EW hands before 

proceeding.  
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Trump Management  

that an opponent shows out, 

confirming a 4 -1 split.  

Play a trump to dummy, then 

a diamond to your king, and 
draw the last trump. If East 

drops the queen of diamonds 

under your king, finesse for the 

ten. If East didnôt play the 

queen under your king, finesse 
for the missing queen.  

Fortunately, trumps break 3 -2, 

arenôt you lucky? 

 

Question : Do you pull the last 
trump?  

No.  

Cash the king of diamonds; if 

East drops the queen, play the 

t rump k i ng,  sm other i ng 

dummyôs jack in order to stay in 
your hand. Now you are able to 

finesse West for the ten of 

diamonds.  This is why the heart 

ace and not the jack had to be 
played at trick two.  

Note: These opponents are too 

tough for you if East falsecarded 

and wins with his ten.  

    

   You can count three spade 
losers as well as two club losers. 

If you ruff your losing clubs you 

will end up with a heart loser.  
 

Question:  What is your plan if 

East has five hearts?  

If East has five hearts, pull all 

Eastôs trump through the aid of 
a finesse, and cash the king of 

diamonds. If the queen drops, 

finesse for the ten; otherwise 

finesse for the queen.  
 

Question : How do you play the 

hand if trumps split 4 -1? 

You have played your ace of 

trump in dummy and both 
opponents followed. You next 

lead a small heart to your hand 

in order to preserve a trump 

entry to dummy, and discover 

 653  

AJ2 

AJ9742  

A 

 

AQ4 

1063  

63  

Q10982  

 KJ102  

75  

Q105  

KJ43  

 987  

KQ984  

K8 

765  

 

W  

 

P 

P 

P 

N 

1D 

2H 

4H 

 

E 

P 

P 

P 

 

S 

1H 

3H 

P 

In this hand the queen didnôt 

drop, so cash the diamond ace, 

and if the queen still hasnôt 

dropped, ruff a diamond with a 
high trump.  

Go to dummy with your 

carefully preserved heart jack 

and claim eleven tricks.  

This hand demonstrates the 
importance of preserving 

entries. If you had cashed the 

heart jack at trick two instead of 

the heart ace, you would have 
been unable to later smother 

dummyôs high trump in order to 

remain in your hand. You would 

be unable to handle Eastôs 

holding the singleton queen of 
diamonds when the trumps 

break 3 -2.  

 

Clue to Winning Bridge :           

Consider establishing the long 
suit before drawing trump or 

before drawing all of the 

trumps. Consider maintaining 

flexibility in the trump suit.  

 

Ron Fischer, with 10,500 points 

and originally from Scarsdale,, 

N.Y., is a Scottsdale member of 

Unit 354.  He is a bridge teacher 

and bridge editor.  He has been 
selling bridge books at Valley 

regionals and sectionals and will 

have a booth at our Desert 

Empire Regional Aug. 13 -19 at 
the Sheraton Crescent. Ron can 

b e  r e a c h e d   a t 

ronfbooks@aol.com .   
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Mercedes Gone?  

Considering the number of lost 

and found articles at the Silver 

Sun Sectional, tournament man-

agers for the upcoming Desert 
Empire Regional and future sec-

tionals will have a Lost and 

Found section at the Partnership 

desk.  

Be sure to check there if you 
lose your convention card, the 

keys to your Jag, Mercedes or 

your Rolex. If you lose your pa-

tience, we won't have it, but we 
hope you find it.   

Two New Valley Clubs  

The Valley is gaining two more open bridge clubs in 2007, a sign 

that bridge is growing in popularity once again.  

Shuffles  

Bridge Club  

Kathleen McArdle has an-

nounced plans for Shuffles 

Bridge Club in the Paradise Hills 

Shopping Center on the north-
west corner of 32 nd  Street & 

Shea Blvd., one half block west 

of  the 51 Expressway.   

Kathleen says she hopes to 

open Shuffles right after the De-
sert Empire Regional. It will 

have games seven days a week 

as well as a Thursday night 

game plus lessons and novice 
games.  

Kathleen can be reached at  

602 -923 -6256 or cell 602 -576 -

2215.  Her website is to be 

ready this month.  

Black Mountain          

Duplicate Bridge Club  

Tim Rumoshosky, of New 

River, is making plans for the 

non -profit Black Mountain Dupli-

cate  Bridge Club in Phoenix at 
Carefree Highway and Scotts-

dale Road.  

Black Mountain is planning a 
Monday night game, says Tim, 

who works Thursdays as a di-

rector at Scottsdale Bridge Club.  

Tim can be reached at the 

c l ubôs new website, 
www.blackmtnbridge.com or 

you can send e -mails to: 

info@blackmtnbridge.com  . 

A Neiman Marcus pink shawl is 

among the missing during the 

May Silver Sun Sectional at  the 

DoubleTree Paradise Valley Ho-
tel. If anyone mistakenly picked 

it up, please return to Jeanne 

Lucas at  602 -943 -1268.  

                      

AZ BridgeWorks is off to a cool 

summer with special events in-

cluding North American Pair 

Club Qualifiers. This year the 
District qualifying level will be 

held in October at the Tucson 

Regional so make a date to 

compete, qualify, and win a trip 

to the Nationals in Detroit, MI.  

Congratulations go to Linda 

Mitchell and Kathy Schenk for 

their outstanding performance 

in the World Wide Bridge Con-
test held Saturday June 2 nd .  

They were 42 nd  in the World!  

Carol Glucksman and Chris Loew 

were first overall in the Unit -  

Wide game held on June 11 th .  
Way to go galséé.. 

Cox is back!  Jim recently lost 

Norma Randall, his long time 

companion of 33 years.  

We have all missed Jim at the 
club during his absence and 

welcome him back with open 

arms and smiles.  

AZ BridgeWorks will be closed 

during the Phoenix Regional in 
August.   

A cool summer to all.   

AZ BridgeWorks             

By Joy Balser  

Missing Shawl  

Play six times on Wednesday 

night or Saturday afternoon and 

you are entitled to a free  game.  

Bridge classes for different 

levels of ability are available at 

Scottsdale Bridge Club every 

month of the year.  Small 

classes of four people seem to 

be in demand this summer.  

Five classes of either four or 

eight weeks are currently in 

progress.  

Check the monthly flyer at 

the Club or go to the Scottsdale 

Bridge Club website for special 

events where you can earn ex-

tra points.  

Scottsdale BC  
By Eunice Towne 

mailto:info@blackmtnbridge.com/
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In Memory  

MARY JANE LEONARD, 72, of 

Tempe  for years was a well -known 

player in the city and partnered frequently with her ñfavorite,ò Frank, 

her husband, who is an East Valley bridge teacher.  Mary Jane, who 
passed away April 23 and had 2,300 masterpoints, suffered with 

multiple sclerosis for an unprecedented 42 years.   For 13 years she 

worked as a field service coordinator for a Phoenix firm and was 

chapter president of National Women in Construction. She ranked 
among the top winners in ACBLôs 1990 International Fund 

Game.     A memorable remark she truly cherished came from Peter 

Nagy, a long - time Canadian bridge pro,  who said, ñThat broad in the 

wheelchair was real tough.ò 

VIRGINIA A. RITSON,  90, of Sun 
City West, died Jan. 29.  A Silver 

Life Master, she was a well - known player at Kiva West Club.    She 

and her husband retired to Sun City West in 1980 but the year be-

fore that at age 63, she received her degree in business manage-
ment.   Besides bridge, her other hobbies included golf, bowling and 

oil painting.  

GEORGE JESSE TALLMAN, Sun 

City, had been a regular at the 

Bridge Studio in Peoria for years but  stopped playing after his part-
ner died last year.  Following World War II, Jesse worked in both Ja-

pan and Germany as an engineer for the U.S. government.  He 

moved to the Valley in 1989.     

NORMA RANDALL, of Phoenix, 

who passed away April 10 was a 
regular at the old Bridge Center in Phoenix and besides her expert 

bridge skills was known for her baking expertise. ñEveryone loved 

her candies which she meticulously labored over until she thought 

they were perfect,ò said Jim Cox, her long-time companion.  ñShe 
was a kind, caring loving person who befriended and helped many 

people.ò  Born in Knoxville, Ill. she lived in Long Beach, Calif. before 

moving here. She worked as a medical secretary for a group of radi-

ologists before retiring 10 years ago.  

JEAN SMITH, 81, of Paradise Val-
ley, passed away May 6.  Born in 

Fairview, Mich., she was a graduate of Michigan State University.   

She played at Scottsdale and Phoenix clubs for 40 years and was a 

Bronze Life Master.   She has four grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren.  

ELAYNE WENNER, Scottsdale, 

who died June 30, was a regular 

at the Scottsdale Bridge Club for years and recently had suffered 

health problems. A native of Detroit, Elayne was a Bronze Life Mas-
ter and partnered with some of Scottsdaleôs top players. 

Mary Jane Leonard 

Virginia A. Ritson 

George Jesse Tallman 

Preduplicated 

Boards  
Youôve heard the expression, 

ñwhat happens in Vegas, stays 

in Vegas?ò but for bridge play-

ers attending our Desert Empire 

Regional Aug. 13 -19 that axiom 

is out the window ... at least 

when it comes to preduplicated 

boards.   

The preduplicated hands 

were tested at the Las Vegas 

Regional last month and the re-

action was fairly positive since it 

speeded up the start of the 

game. No need for stretched 

neck muscles to read the hand 

records.  

Incidentally, District 17 is 

covering the cost of preduplica-

tion at all of its regionals.  

Norma Randall 

Jean Smith 

The Phoenix bridge community 

extends its sympathy to Board 

member Charlie Kelley whose wife 

Sharon recently passed away.  

DONNA MAY PENNINGTON 

SMITH, 82, of Sun City West, 

died Jan. 28. Born and raised in 

Storm Lake, Ia., she graduated 
from the University of Iowa 

where she met her husband, 

Bill.    Penny, a Life Master, 

traveled extensively with her 

geologist -husband and was the 
former owner  of a bridge club 

in Williston, N.D.  

ñShe always had a smile on her 

face and a twinkle in her eye,ò 
said her friend, Jan Holland. 

Sharon Kelley 

Elayne Wenner 

Donna May Pennington Smith 
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Calcutta Raises $2,625 for AIDS Charity  
             

   Las Vegas hosts one of the 

biggest calcuttas, the Cavendish 

Invitational Pairs Tournament, 

in which the worldôs top players 

compete.   

   Sol Weinstein, a national 

ACBL director in New York who 

is familiar with calcuttas, 

ñbecame a de facto administra-

tor,ò said Joy.  ñSol provided 

insight into how calcuttas are 

run and how to implement the 

auction,ò she said.   

   Serving as auctioneer was Pat 

Riordan, assisted by Phebe 

Packer.  Pat and Phebe provided 

humor and urged on the auction 

for the enjoyment of all.  

   Joy Balser said that ñCalcutta 

Incredibleò was run at cost with 

the club absorbing beverage ex-

pense and the players gener-

ously providing many tasty 

dishes.  ñThe players seemed to 

love it and we are definitely go-

ing to hold another calcutta in 

the spring of 2008,ò said Balser. 

   District 17 board member 

Jerry Fleming, who serves as 

liaison for Unit 354, called the 

AZ BridgeWorks calcutta event a 

ñunique way to raise fundsò and 

praised ñJoyôs initiative and hard 

work as well as enthusiasm of 

the playersò to make the event 

a success.  ñIt is a tremendous 

charitable contribution and is a 

terrific way to generate very 

positive publicity for our game 

and our players,ò said Fleming. 

The event winners were:  

A Strata  

Ben Blacik and Michael 

Flanagan, First Overall  

Aileen Osofsky and Ken Barbour  

JoAnne and Leon Lowe  

Jim and Robin Hooker  

B Strata  

Ken Batko and DôAnne Pientka 

Doug Anderson and Ali Raza  

C Strata  

Lori Ortiz and Janet Newman  

   In the bidding sequence, most 

pairs started at $20 with the 

average reaching $60, but the 

winning Blacik/Flanagan pair 

went for $200.  Monetary 

awards were paid in each of 

three strata.  Jim and Robin 

Hooker, a óCô pair, placed fourth 

in the óAô strata!   

   Following the game, a number 

of players graciously elected to 

return their winnings to Camp 

Incredible.  

Lowe Is New 

Treasurer  
   Leon Lowe of Fountain Hills is 

Unit 354ôs newly appointed treas-

urer.  Leon, who has an accounting 

and business background, succeeds 

Cam Mette who resigned to devote 

more time to personal interests.  

Cam has ably served our unit over 

the last year in handling unit fi-

nances.   

   Leon moved to the Valley five 

years ago with his wife, JoAnne, 

from Belleville, MI.  He is a retired 

chief financial officer for the State 

of Michigan Unemployment Agency.    

   The ñCalcutta Incredibleò fund-

raising game in May at the AZ 

BridgeWorks in Scottsdale 

brought in a whopping $2,625 

for Loganôs Playground.  Loganôs 

Playground is part of Body Posi-

tive which is a non -profit organi-

zation in the Valley that pro-

vides services for HIV positive 

children and children with AIDS.    

   All of the club proceeds and 

20% of the auction income were 

donated to this charity.  This 

money will pay for expenses for 

more than a dozen youngsters 

who are slated to attend Camp 

Incredible at Mingus Mountain in 

Prescott this summer.   

   John Vaneerden, who directs 

and teaches at the club, had 

suggested the camp as the des-

ignated charity.  ñWe were de-

lighted we could help out 

Loganôs Playground and we ex-

tend our gratitude to Valley 

players who showed tremen-

dous generosity,ò said Joy 

Balser, owner of AZ Bridge-

Works.   

   This special game in which 

players bet on prospective win-

ners in an auction format 

earned praise from ACBL District 

17 leaders as a good example of 

how bridge players help those in 

need.   

      A calcutta bridge event nor-

mally runs over several days 

with pairs retaining the right to 

óbuy backô a portion of their own 

interest.   
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Unit 354 Has New Website  

Hereôs exciting news!  Unit 

354 has a new website 

www.unit354.com  and it con-

tains loads of information on 
tournament schedules, club 

news, player rankings, the latest 

70% games plus results from all 

Unit 354 sectionals and the re-

gional.  It also has links to ACBL 
to find your latest masterpoint 

total as well as information on 

tournaments elsewhere in the 

country.  

 

 

 

 

ñWeôve been hearing from 

many computer users who like 

the convenience of going to our 
website to read club news as 

well as look up game times and 

print our tournament flyers,ò 

said Kim Corbin, Unit 354 Presi-
dent.  

The website also contains a 

list of the special unit -wide 

games (those where you win 

lots of points) plus all of the 
classes and special events in the 

Valley.  

 

                   

 

 

 

As an added feature, the Unit 
354 website includes special 

hand analyses from pros who 

live and play in the Valley.  The 

new website will show race re-
sults, updated monthly, for the 

Mini -McKenney, Ace of Clubs 

and Player of the Year contests.  

In charge of the new website 

is Unit 354 Tournament Chair 
Lesley Davis.  ñLesley was able 

to build on what Board member 

DôAnne Pientka did so well on 

our old site,ò said Kim. 

ñWe welcome any and all 

suggestions from Unit 354 play-

ers on information youôd like to 

see on our website as well as 
ways to make it easier to navi-

gate,ò said Lesley. 

You can email Kim at      

thirdfinch@aol.com  or Lesley at 

lesdavis1@aol.com . 

 

     

 

                                

Iôm the opponent who just left your table. Iôm a bit embarrassed and tender from your thoughtless 

and rude remarks about my lead and/or defense and play.  You referred to me as ñsheò when you know 

my name. You talked to your partner as if I were not even at the table. ñIf she had led anything else, I 

couldnôt have made the hand.ò  ñIf she (again) dropped my doubleton queen,  ñsheôdò have made her 
contract.  Duh?  I realized this before you knew it if that is the point of making me feel inadequate. When 

you give me unsolicited lessons or you critique my game in any way, it all goes for naught.  

You may not be right and it is simply just a putdown.   Do you realize how any or all of this hurts 

your game?  When I leave your table unsure of myself and made to feel foolish, I canôt concentrate on 

the next round. My thoughts still bruised, your rivals get an edge which diminishes your total points. But, 
if you send me to the next table feeling good about myself after a kind word or two, ñwell doneò or ñnice 

defenseò or some such you have won a plus for your side.   My feeling positive instead of negative will 

help me to play well and give them a bad board which will make your score higher on that one and that 

is the aim in duplicate bridge, isnôt it?  

Dede Falbo, Phoenix  

Letter to the Editor  
Positive Comments Can Be Crucial 



2006 Mini - McKenney 

Winners  
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Have you noticed how much 

nicer people are at the bridge 

table today?  I have.  Courtesy 

and etiquette are on the rise at 
clubs and tournaments.  

Most of us want to exhibit 

proper bridge etiquette and be 

courteous players.  Why? We 

love the game of bridge! We feel 
if the atmosphere at our clubs 

and tournaments is going to be 

welcoming and inviting to others 

and enjoyable for us, it is up to 
us to display the proper behav-

ior to create this uplifting ex-

perience for everyone.   

If you feel this way, you are 

in the majority of players dedi-
cated to being ambassadors of 

goodwill for our wonderful game 

of bridge.   

As one of these players, you 

will recognize the behaviors 
listed below as habits you have 

or will soon be cultivating.  

Adopting these habits will also 

ensure you do not promote slow 
play.   

*  Always lead before writing 

the contract on your private 

score, on the pick -up slip or on 

the traveler (if your club uses 
travelers).  No one wants to 

wait for your lead while you are 

doing your bookwork.  Once you 

have led and the dummy is 

coming down, you will have 
adequate time to write the con-

tract in these areas.   

* Always place the dummy 

on the table before writing on 
your private score, on the pick -

up slip or on the traveler.  Once 

again, no one wants to wait for 

the dummy while you are re-

cording the contract.  

*  In a similar fashion to the 

two points above, never write 

on your private score while the 

auction is proceeding.  Not only 

is this rude, it may give the im-
pression of giving unauthorized 

information to partner and may 

reveal your previous scores to 

the opponents.  

* Discuss the hands after 

the game is over.  Never discuss 

the hands during the hands, be-

tween the hands or between the 
rounds.  

A popular misconception is 

that the mind can be thinking of 

one thing while doing something 

else (i.e., writing the contract 
on your private score while 

thinking what to lead).  ñYour 

brain can handle many thoughts 

with incredible speed, but only 
one at a time .  The speed with 

which thoughts come one after 

the other creates the illusion  

that you can think of many 

things at once.  You canôt.ò  Vic-
tor Tantalo ï human develop-

ment trainer.  

(Davidôs article is the first  in 

a series on bridge manners, eti-

quette and conduct. David, a 
Gold Life Master, is  president of 

Unit #351.  Dave and JoAnn Za-

patka have been residents of 

the Valley living in Sun Lakes 
since moving here from Missouri 

three years ago.)  

Courtesy and Etiquette at the Bridge Table  
By David Zapatka 

From left to right:  

Donna Johnson, 50 -100   

Mary Boyd, 5 -20  

Jean Berringer, 20 -50  

Ned Kohler, 500 -1000  

Not pictured:  

Rodney Bias, 0 -5  

Barbara Bunnell, 100 -200  

Allen Silberman, 200 -300  

Phil Marriott, 300 -500  



Bridge Clubs  

Scottsdale Bridge Club  
www.scottsdalebridgeclub.com  

7000 E. Shea Blvd. #1810  

Scottsdale, AZ  
Owner: Jan Bricklin  

480 -443 -3850  

 

Granite Reef  
Granite Reef Senior Center  
1700 N Granite Reef Road  

Scottsdale, AZ  

Director: Kay Glantz  

480 -396 -3304   

 

Fountain Hills DBC  
Community Center  

13011 N. La Montana Dr.     

Fountain Hills, AZ  

Owner: Dee Harden  
480 -816 -9657  

Reservations required  

  

Scottsdale House  
4800 N. 68th St  

Scottsdale, AZ  

Director: Rick Hunt  

480 -941 -8135  

Invitational - reservations re-
quired  

 

Kiva West DBC  
Beardsley Center  

128th & Beardsley  
Manager: Nancy Smith  

623 -584 -6663  

Marinette Center  
9860 West Union Hills Dr. (at 

99th Ave)  

Manager: Mary McFarland  
623 -933 -4204  

Invitational  

 

P C Duplicate  

3289 N Snead  
Goodyear, AZ 85338  

Owner: Sue Woodard  

623 -935 -7327  

Invitational - reservations re-

quired  

 

Westbrook Village DBC  
18826 N 94th Ave  

Peoria, AZ 85382  

Owner: Joan Du Chemin  
623 -566 -1046  

Invitational  

 

AZ BridgeWorks  

www.azbridge.com  

Camelback Miller Plaza  

(Camelback and Miller Roads)  

Scottsdale, AZ  

Owner: Joy Balser      
480 -990 -3999  
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Unit-Wide Games 
Listed below are the dates for the re-

maining unit -wide games for 2007:  

July 21, Sat.  

Sept. 11, Tues.  

Nov. 13, Tues.  

Dec. 14, Fri.  

Sun City Grand Club   
Chaparral Center  

Surprise, AZ  

Donna Osterberg  

623 -975 -4955  
 

Lakeview   
10626 West Thunderbird  

Sun City, AZ  

Mary McFarland  
623 -933 -4204   

 

The Peoria Bridge Studio  

www.thepeoriabridgestudio.com    

9720 W. Peoria Ave. #104  
Peoria, AZ   

623 -974 -9080  

Unit Games 
Aug. 7, Tues.  

Sept. 19, Wed.  

Oct. 16, Tues.  

Oct. 26, Fri.  
Nov. 14, Wed.  

Dec. 5, Wed.  

 

Editor  

Jamie Rubenstein  

480 -941 -8135  

jamie7539@aol.com  
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Tournament 2007 Schedule  
Desert Empire Regional;  August 13 -19; Sheraton Crescent Hotel  

Horn OôPlenty Sectional; October 5-7; DoubleTree Paradise Valley  

Holiday Election Sectional;  Jan 4 -6, 2008; DoubleTree Paradise Valley  
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